
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“See, I have engraved you on the palms of my hands” 

Isaiah 49:16a 

 

 

 



 Parent Handbook 

Welcome to St. Peter’s Kindergarten!  This Christian non-denominational kindergarten was 

incorporated in September of 1974 to serve the educational and spiritual needs of the 

community.  Our program is a Christian alternative and a part of St. Peter’s Lutheran Church’s 

outreach program.   

 

School Address 

5012 – 51st Avenue 
Leduc, Alberta T9E 5L2 
Phone:  (780) 986-5151 

 Email:  kindergarten@stpetersleduc.ca 
 Website: www.stpeterskindergarten.com 

 

 

Hours of Operation 

Our kindergarten runs from the beginning of September until the end of June.  We offer classes 

Mon-Wed-Thursday’s from 09:15-2:00pm. Once a month the children will attend a four day 

school week. Please, also refer to our school calendar for holidays and days off throughout the 

school year. During school hours, the doors will be locked.  If you need to enter the school 

please ring the doorbell located to the right of the front door. 

 

Calendar 

We will have a draft copy of the school calendar available on our website. The final version of 

our school calendar will be posted each August prior to the start of each school year.   

 Please refer to www.stpeterskindergarten.com 
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Administration Board 

St. Peter’s Lutheran Kindergarten administration board is a group of volunteers who oversee 

the operation and maintenance of the kindergarten program. The volunteer board was created 

in 1974 from congregational members of St. Peter’s Lutheran church to deliver a Christian 

outreach program. As a board, we continue to meet on a bi-monthly basis to review operations 

and develop policies for the betterment of our private school.  The elected positions on our 

board include a president, vice president, secretary, treasurer, and members at large.  The 

hired positions include a teacher, educational assistant, as well one or more bus drivers. 

 

School Board/Staff  

Name Position 
Karen Stiles President 
Shannon Critchley Vice President 
Sandra Jory Treasurer 
Amanda Brien Secretary 
Kim Miller Member at Large 
Vinnie Ortlieb Member at Large 
Emily Richard Teacher 
Christy Hinse Teacher (Mat Leave) 
Agatha Lesage Educational Assistant 

 

If you should have any concerns with the operation of the kindergarten or our staff, we 

encourage you to contact our President via email at kindergarten@stpetersleduc.ca.  We 

consider parents to be an important partner at our school and are always welcome to attend 

any of our Society meetings which are held once a year.  

For more information or questions please do not hesitate to contact us. 
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Our Philosophy and Goals 

Each child is a unique individual and at St. Peter’s we strive to develop the abilities of all the children.  In order to 

enable each child to reach his or her full potential, all areas of their development must be addressed.  These areas 

include physical, emotional, social, intellectual, creative and spiritual development.  Because these are areas 

related to and dependent on one another, they are all equally important.  

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

    This year 

    I will learn… 

 
Social 

- How to cooperate and share 

- To develop loving and positive 

relationships 

- To deal with conflicts 

- To become aware of the needs of others 

- About my family, friends, and 

community 

Spiritual 

- That I’m worthy and able 

- That God loves me 

- That God wants me to love others 

- That I can talk to God in prayer 

- About Jesus who is my friend, 

helper, and Savior 

- About the Bible that tells us how 

God wants us to live 

Physical 

- About my body 

- How to use my larger muscles for 

running, jumping… 

- How to use my small muscles for 

printing, drawing, creating… 

- About my five senses 

Intellectual 

- To make decisions about what 

activities I will do each day 

- That learning is fun 

- New words and language skills to 

help me communicate with others 

- About print and pictures and their 

purpose 

Creative 

- About different materials and objects 

- To express my ideas and thoughts 

through language, sound, shapes, 

colors, and movement 

- To use my imagination in creating 

products and in playing with others 

- To accept new ideas and experiences 

Emotional 

- How to express my feelings in 

acceptable ways 

- To make my own decisions 

- To take responsibility for my 

actions and belongings 

- To give and receive affection 



 

 

Letter on Assessment 

 

Dear Parents, 

The assessment of your child’s development is based on an ongoing process of observing and recording 

his or her characteristics, behaviors and growth.  This process begins with a home visit from the teacher 

prior to the start of the school year.  The purpose of this visit is for the teacher to: 

 

This visit is very informal and is not meant to make you feel uncomfortable.  Please relax and enjoy. 

There will be three report cards during the year and two parent-teacher conferences (November and 

March).  At these meetings the teacher will be discussing your child’s development and growth and 

working together to generate strategies that will help your child reach his or her full potential.  

Throughout the year our teacher will also provide regular feedback regarding your child’s progress and if 

possible, the teacher will do her best to adapt the program to better suit your child’s needs.  Our 

kindergarten encourages open communication. 

Now that you have been introduced to our program, relax and enjoy the year!  Our school is excited that 

the Lord has blessed us with your young precious gems.  Let’s work together in making this a memorable 

year for your child as he/she takes his/her first step on the ladder of formal education 

We are looking forward to getting to know you better.  Please watch for our monthly newsletter on our 

website at www.stpeterskindergarten.com and click on From the Teacher. 

Sincerely, 

St. Peter’s Lutheran Kindergarten Board 

get to know your 
child and help ease 
any anxieties he or 

she may have about 
starting school.

be available to you, 
the parents, to 

answer any questions 
and provide more 

information about our 
kindergarten.

to determine where 
your child is 

developmentally, so 
she can adjust the 

program accordingly.

http://www.stpeterskindergarten.com/


Fees Schedules and Payments 

1. Registration fee – $110 nonrefundable fee due at time of registration 

2. Field Trip Fee- $40 due at the time of registration. 

3. Bussing fee – $500 due when school starts in the fall. This fee can be paid by submitting 10 

postdated cheques for $50 each or 1 lump sum payment of $500. 

Please make all cheques payable to St. Peter’s Lutheran Kindergarten 

Note: Your child’s registration is not confirmed until we have received payment. 

Attendance Policy 

Since there is a close connection between regular attendance and progress at school, parents are 

encouraged to promote steady attendance of their children.   It is the parent’s responsibility to notify 

the school and the bus driver if your child is going to be absent.     

Bad Weather Days 

At the discretion of our bus driver, you will be notified by a phone committee member if school is 

cancelled due to inclement weather.  If the busses are not running our school will be CLOSED. 

Discipline 

Although classroom discipline may vary somewhat with the individual teacher, the emphasis is always 

on maintaining an atmosphere suitable for good learning.  When a student acts in a manner which 

hinders his or her own learning or the learning of his classmates, action needs to be taken.  In most 

instances a simple discussion between teacher and student is sufficient.  In some cases however, more 

serious efforts must be used, which may eventually involve the parents and teacher. 

Fundraising 

We hold one fundraiser a year to help raise additional funds for field trips. Information regarding this 

fundraiser will be provided to you by the teacher at the appropriate time. 

Lunch 

Parents provide a daily lunch, snack and water bottle for their child. The teacher will provide 

information on nutritional choices and will discuss Canada’s Food Guide with the children. A spare set of 

clothes in the back pack is also recommended.  

 



 

Bussing 

Bussing is provided for a fee of $50/month ($500/year) for all children living within the Leduc’s City 

limits.  The bus driver is a vital component to our program and will be responsible for the safety and 

discipline of your child while on the bus. Students will be picked up and dropped off from your 

designated location such as your home or daycare.  

 Note: It is not always possible to guarantee door to door pick up service in areas where the bus is 

unable to turn around. This is due to safety concerns, as we require our bus drivers to avoid backing up 

whenever possible and thus entry into smaller cul-de-sacs or crescents is sometimes not possible. Your 

bus driver will be in communication with you if they have concerns with entry into your crescent and will 

notify you as appropriate, of an alternate pick up point. 

We require parents/guardians to indicate on our registration form the pick-up/ drop off address. When 

it is necessary, we may be able to accommodate up to a maximum of 2 designated drop-off/pick-up 

locations ( For example: Location 1: Home address on Mondays;  Location 2: Day home/Daycare 

Wed/Thurs). If you require two pick up sites we will coordinate with you via email after receiving your 

registration form.  

During the school year all other requests for alternate pick-up or drop-off locations will only be 

considered in emergency situations and must be, when possible, prearranged and confirmed verbally 

with the bus driver, a text or note is not sufficient. This does not pertain to a change in home address or 

day home/daycare. 

 If you have any bussing questions please email kindergarten@stpetersleduc.ca.   
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Rostering 

Our parents will be required to come and help in the kindergarten at least once every class cycle (this 

depends on the number of registrants).  If you are unable to come on your roster day, we require you to 

have a replacement or, whenever possible, trade days with another parent.  Your day at school is very 

important to your child so please make every effort to be there. Our roster hours for parents are 09:15 

to 12:00pm and a roster calendar will be provided to you at the start of the school year.  

Duties of Roster Parents 

 

1.  Arrive at 09:10 am before class begins.  The doors will be locked, please ring the door bell and 

staff will let you in. 

2. Find out the specific activity you will be doing with the children during ‘Activity Time’. 

3. Relax and enjoy our opening time.  You may be asked to do some cutting, tracing, toy cleaning, 

etc. as you listen in. 

4. Supervise a specific activity during ‘Activity Time’.  This will most often be a craft activity so 

please come dressed appropriately for finger painting, gluing, etc.  As the children work, we 

encourage you to interact with them. 

5. At the end of ‘Activity Time’, please tidy up the table where you have been working.  This 

includes wiping it off. 

6. Supervise with staff the lunch break.  

7. After the children are finished their lunch, wipe off snack tables. Next, please place chairs 

upright on the table surfaces to aid in the janitorial duties.  Do NOT place them upside down.  

After this, your roster duties are complete and we want to say a big thank you! We really 

appreciate you staying the whole morning!  If you cannot make your roster day, you can always 

trade with another parent or get a substitute 

Most important, have fun….we do! 

 

 



 

Field Trips and Physical Education 

 

We will be going on a variety of field trips during the year to places 

such as the RCMP station, the grocery store, a farm, the swimming 

pool, etc.  Almost all of these trips are local because this will help your 

child learn about and become familiar with their community. 

 

Our physical education program includes outdoor play, aerobics, gymnastics using an indoor gym set, as 

well as other activities in the classroom. 

 

Our kindergarten is based on the following principles: 

1. Children learn through interaction with their environment. 

 

2. Children view the world differently than adults - they think in 

very concrete terms and are still laying the foundation for abstract 

and logical thought.  Children need concrete, hands-on experiences 

to help them in understanding abstract concepts. 

 

3. Play is essential to the child’s development.  According to Alberta Education, play includes 

any activity children have freely chosen, is under their control, and is not dominated or 

imposed by an adult. 

 

4. Play is a major learning process for children.  It provides the opportunity for them to add to 

their knowledge, learn new skills, and practice familiar ones.  It provides many 

situations where the children observe, discover, reason, and solve 

problems. 

 

5. Our role is to provide opportunities to capitalize on the 

natural tendency to play, which will extend, reinforce, and clarify 

what is being learned in the play situation. 

 

 



 

All I Ever Really Needed to Know I Learned in 
Kindergarten  

 
Wisdom was not at the top of the graduate school mountain, but here in the sandbox at 

nursery school. These are the things I learned… 
 

Share everything.  
Play fair. 

 Don’t hit people. 
Put things back where you found them. 

Clean up your own mess. 
Don’t take things that aren’t yours. 

Say you’re sorry when you hurt somebody. 
Wash your hands before you eat. 

Flush. 
Warm cookies and cold milk are good for you. 

Live a balanced life. 
Learn some and think some and draw and paint and sing and dance and play and work some 

every day. 
Take a nap every afternoon. 

When you go out into the world, watch for traffic, hold hands, and stick together. 
Be aware of wonder. 

The Golden Rule. 
 

Think of what a better world it would be if we all had cookies and milk at 3 o’clock every 
afternoon and then lay down with our blankets for a nap. Or if we had a basic policy in our 

nation and other nations to always put things back where we found them and clean up our own 
messes. And it is still true no matter how old you are, when you go out into the world, it is best 

to hold hands and stick together. 

 

Robert Fulghum 

 


